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The IBEW is asking you to contact your local’s congressional representatives to explain 
how important unemployment compensation is to your members—their constituents—
and ask that a vote on H.R. 3979 take place as soon as the House is back in session.

Background
Unemployment insurance (UI) is a program that employers pay into for states to use to 
provide financial support to workers who are unemployed through no fault of their own. 
On average, states provide 26 weeks of UI to workers. The Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation Act was enacted in 2008 to provide additional weeks of UI to these workers. 
On December 28, 2013, Congress allowed this Act to expire, which resulted in millions of 
workers losing these important benefits. For this reason, the IBEW is asking you to contact 
your local’s congressional representatives to explain how important unemployment  
compensation is to your members—their constituents—and ask that a vote on H.R. 3979 
take place as soon as the House is back in session. 

Talking Points
  In 2013, the average UI benefit was only $300 a week. 
   The program only covers people who have lost their jobs through no fault of their own 

and are ready, willing, and able to work, and who are actively searching for a job.
   UI is vital to IBEW members, especially those in the construction industry. It provides a 

lifeline for our members who are in between jobs.
   The unemployment rate in the construction industry has averaged above 10% for the past 

6 years. The unemployment rate across all industries is at 6.7%, where it has remained for 
4 months. 

   The long-term unemployment rate remains near record levels. More than a third— 
37%—have  been without a job for over 6 months. 

   UI benefits are critical to local economies. It is estimated that every dollar of UI creates 
$1.52 in additional economic activity, which spurs job growth. The Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that restoring UI benefits will increase employment by 200,000 jobs by 
the end of 2014.
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